
	   	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

ICD-‐10	  DOCUMENTATION	  TEMPLATE	  	  

When	  you	  have	  completed	  your	  evaluation	  of	  the	  patient	  and	  identified	  
what	  is	  wrong	  with	  them,	  write	  this	  type	  of	  summary	  statement.	  	  

This	  is	  a	  (age)	  (gender)	  patient	  seen	  for	  an	  (initial,	  follow-‐up)	  visit	  with	  
(acute,	  chronic,	  acute	  on	  chronic)	  (diagnosis	  -‐	  use	  lots	  of	  adjectives)	  of	  the	  

(right	  or	  left)	  (specify	  exact	  anatomical	  location)	  due	  to	  (organism,	  
underlying	  disease	  process,	  activity	  -‐	  including	  location	  at	  the	  time	  and	  

circumstances)	  causing	  symptoms	  of	  (manifestations).	  Associated	  
conditions	  and	  comorbidities	  (if	  you	  are	  treating	  it	  at	  all,	  including	  

medications	  –	  document	  the	  diagnosis).	  

*During	  the	  work-‐up	  it’s	  okay	  to	  document	  “probable,	  likely,	  rule	  out,	  etc.	  
but	  these	  terms	  should	  not	  be	  used	  in	  your	  final	  summary	  statement.	  	  
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PACS	  	  
P	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Principal	  Diagnosis	  

Ø Cause	  for	  admission,	  after	  workup	  
Ø Working	  diagnosis	  or	  confirmed	  

A	   	  	  	  	  	  Acuity	  	  
Ø Acute,	  Acute	  on	  Chronic,	  Chronic	  
Ø Initial	  or	  subsequent	  episode	  of	  care	  	  

C	   	  	  	  	  	  Causality	  	  
Ø Established	  or	  “working”	  causality	  	  
Ø Link	  diagnosis	  to	  causality	  explicitly	  	  

	  S	   	  	  	  	  	  Stage	  
Ø Stage,	  grade,	  criteria,	  or	  analogous	  classification	  
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